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41,000 estimated deaths of non-smokers exposed 

to secondhand smoke; the third leading cause 
of preventable death in the U.S.2,3

billion

Annual 
tobacco-related
health care
expenditures and 
productivity losses
in LA County.1

Secondhand smoke is also emitted from
electronic smoking devices 

(ESDs) & cannabis.5,6,7  

$4.4
estimated deaths each year from 
tobacco-related illnesses in LA County.1

Children & infants 
are most vulnerable
to the negative effects of
secondhand smoke.8

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
states that secondhand smoke is a 

classi�ed group A carcinogen
that is toxic to humans.4
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There is no safe level of 
secondhand smoke exposure...

About

LA County residents
favor a law prohibiting 
smoking in outdoor 
dining areas9

Percent of Californians
who agree that

outdoor dining areas
should be smoke-free10

found that smoke-free policies 
do not have an economic impact 
on businesses11, including: 

Restaurants and bars
Establishments catering to tourists
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Updates to the de�nition of 
“smoke” and “smoking” to include: 
Electronic Smoking Devices 
(ESDs) and cannabis.

No, the goal of the updated ordinance is to reduce exposure from secondhand smoke in Los Angeles County.

The ordinance updated the definition of “smoke” and “smoking” to include Electronic Smoking Devices (ESDs) and cannabis. 
This includes, but is not limited to combustible tobacco and cannabis products (e.g., cigarettes and cigars) and ESDs (e.g., vaping devices). 

Yes.  Since all dining and bar establishments and mobile food facilities operating in Unincorporated Los Angeles County are affected 
by these changes, we are asking you to please post appropriate signage and help enforce the law. Signs for eating and bar 
establishments  shall not be smaller than 10 inches wide by 10 inches long, nor shall any lettering thereon be less than one inch in 
height.  Signs shall be placed to assure that it is readable by the public entering or near the facility.  
Signage is available for download at: http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/tob/. 

As the business owner, it is your responsibility to help enforce the ordinance.  Please ask all patrons to comply with the updated 
tobacco laws.  First, you may tell the person about the ordinance and ask them to stop smoking.  It may be helpful to point out the 
“No Smoking” signage.  You may ask them to step outside to a non-smoking area if they would like to smoke.  In most situations, this 
should help with compliance.

Patrons may consider taking a walk should they chose to smoke, however may not smoke within 25 feet from any outdoor area of 
an eating establishment or bar set aside for use by patrons and within 40 feet from any mobile food or temporary food facility, 
including trucks and carts that serve food to patrons.   

To view a copy of the ordinance, visit http://�le.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/134259.pdf.   

For more information visit:  http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/tob/ or contact the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
Tobacco Control and Prevention Program at (213) 351-7890 or tobacco1@ph.lacounty.gov. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Has the County of Los Angeles banned smoking?

What type of smoking is included in the ordinance? 

Should signs be posted?

What should I do if I see someone violating the ordinance?

What if my business doesn’t have a designated smoking area?  Where can people go to smoke?

Where can I �nd more information about the ordinance?

Prohibits smoking within 25 feet of any outdoor area of an 
eating establishment or bar set aside for use by patrons in 
unincorporated Los Angeles County.

Prohibits smoking within 40 feet of any mobile food or 
temporary food facility, including trucks and carts 
that serve food to patrons in Unincorporated Los Angeles County.
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