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Prevention Programs: Updates
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• Work Plans for FY2021-2022

• Year-End Reports for FY2020-2021

• RSFQ and WOS Updates

• Elevate Youth CA – Innovation Track Grant

• Commercial Cannabis Regulation Recommendations (submitted)

• Delta-8 Health Advisory (draft)
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Director Updates for SAPC 
Prevention Providers

Los Angeles Department of Public Health
Substance Abuse Prevention and Control

December 9, 2021

- Gratitude
- COVID-19 Situational Update 
- Timely Prevention Claims
- Overdose Discussion



Gratitude
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COVID-19 Situational Updates
There has not been a significant uptick of COVID-19 cases after 
Halloween and the Thanksgiving holiday, but the situation 
remains highly fluid, with the emergence of the Omicron 
variant highlighting the ongoing importance of vaccines, 
boosters, and ongoing precautions. 
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• Omicron Variant
• We are still learning about the new Omicron variant, including how it 

spreads and how it responds to vaccines. Here is what we know right now:
• This new variant has many mutations in important areas of the virus that impact 

infectiousness and the ability for immune systems to protect from infection.
• Some of the mutations are concerning to scientists because they are very 

different from other variants previously detected. 
• We do not know at this time if this new variant causes more severe COVID-19 

illness than other variants or how it might impact response to treatment, but 
right now, there is no evidence associating the Omicron variant with more severe 
disease but there is likelihood that it has enhanced transmissibility.



Timely Prevention Claims
Many providers submitted late claims past SAPC’s deadline of July 
10th this year. 

Due to stricter requirements by DHCS, many of these late claims 
resulted in SAPC being unable to use intended block grant dollars 
for this service. This inefficiency results in lots resources and harms 
both SAPC and its provider network because SAPC is no longer able 
to rollover unused block grant funds from year to year.

Moving forward, SAPC will not permit late claims submissions, 
particularly as SAPC will not have additional funding capacity to 
offset these late claims. 
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Overdose Discussion
52% increase in accidental drug overdose deaths during the 10 
months of the pandemic (March 2020 to December 2020) 
compared to the same time period in 2019.

Driven by meth and fentanyl

How is our Prevention provider network responding to the 
overdose epidemic? 
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“The opposite of addiction is not sobriety; the 
opposite of addiction is connection.”

- Johann Hari

Discussion
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• Stephen Updyke – SPA 1
• Albert Melena – SPA 2
• Claudia Hathcock – SPA 3
• Bryan Zaragosa – SPA 4



















Communities in Action
SPA-2 Coalition

COLLECTIVE ACTION THAT ADDRESSES SAPC PRIORITY SUBSTANCES 
“Building a movement that is based on our common goals”



SPA-2 Providers have participated in the following:

• DEA National Prescription Drug Take-Back;

• SAMHSA Prevention Week;

• Red Ribbon Week;

• Equal Ed Event – School Supply and Backpacks for youth;

• National Recovery Month;

• National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month;

• Participated in community events and panels to promote prevention, parenting 
and treatment;

• Off-Sale Retailer Engagement; Alcohol Delivery Project 

• Worked with RAM, LA DAPA, and CAPA to Support Policy Development

All APS and CPS providers continue to work with middle & high school 
students, parent groups, and other community groups in their respective 

target communities.



Child and Family Center Partnered with DFY SCV at the Parent Resource 
Symposium to speak on Substance Use and Social Media.

Tabled at Resource Fairs  
to promote substance 

use program and 
prevention groups.

APS PROVIDER



• DEA Take Back Event at 
Kaiser: safe disposal 
pouches and safe 
storage lockboxes;

• Truck-O-Treat: Treats with 
snacks and prevention 
messages

• Red Ribbon Week 
Activities w/ Jeopardy 
Students



• Equal Ed Event Provided Backpacks and 
School Supplies to Local Youth;

• DEA Take Back Event at Kaiser with Y.O.R Staff 

• Red Ribbon Week Activities 

Phoenix House 



Student-based programs focus on preventing and/or delaying underage alcohol, tobacco and 
marijuana use by providing health information and encouraging healthy beliefs and attitudes. CPS also 
focuses on fostering better parenting practices and strengthening of family bonds. Our goal is to teach 

parents different methods that will enhance effective parent-child interactions and bonding, to 
teach children skills to resist peer influence, and to reduce adolescent problem behaviors.

Tarzana Treatment Centers
CPS and APS Programs focuses on school-based prevention services to both students 

and parents ages 12-21 



COLLECTIVE ACTION THAT ADDRESSES SAPC PRIORITY SUBSTANCES 
“Building a movement that is based on our common 

goals”



DEA National 
Prescription Drug 

Take-Back

CIA Rx Safety Webinar Series

Progression of efforts: DEA Take-Back         Rx Safety Webinar Series        Let’s Make A Difference/Hagamos la Diferencia



PHARMACY ENGAGEMENT

Level 1 Engagement:

Engage local pharmacies to promote the 
”Let’s Make a Difference Campaign” and the 

importance of safe Rx Practices. 

1. Pharmacies  promote the Safe Home 
Pledge and display Rx Disposal Boxes; 2. 
Distribute Rx Disposal Location Magnets; 

and 3. Distribute Rx  Materials (Posters and 
Handouts).

Level 2 Engagement: 
Distribute Rx Materials (Posters, Handouts 

and/or Magnets). 

SB212 Funded Drop Boxes



Merchant Committed Plus
Retailer in Sylmar with 

LAPD Senior Lead Officer

ADP retailer in Van Nuys with ABC 
Supervising Agent in Charge & Steven 

Flamenco, NCADD

ADP retailer in Canoga Park
with Gloria, Fasiat, & Yami, 
Tarzana Treatment Centers

ADP retailer in 
Sunland/Tujunga with ABC 

Supervising Agent in Charge

Progression of efforts: Retail Framework/Merchant Committed         Merchant Committed Plus        Alcohol Delivery Project
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SMOKE SHOP INITIATIVE
SPA-2 Communities In Action / RAM / SPA-Wide

A proliferation of Smoke-Shops (Vape-Shops) in San 
Fernando Valley communities, as well as throughout the 

city and county of  Los Angeles, may be a key 
contributing factor to youth vaping incidents on school 

campuses. 

Context:
Over the last several years, a pattern of retail availability 

has emerged among smoke-shops (risk settings)
that cater particularly to middle-school 

and high-school age youth.

Delta-8 and Delta-10 Products | Unregulated Cannabis 
Flavored CBD/THC  | Extraction Kits | Other Questionable Products

PROBLEM:

Products:

Developed by Albert Melena, San Fernando Valley Partnership, with funds from the Los Angeles Department of Public Health, Substance Abuse Prevention and Control.

















































• Donna Heydar– SPA 5
• Marianna Hernandez – SPA 6
• Nancy Lopez – SPA 7
• Jeanne Shimatsu – SPA 8 



















































SAPC thanks you and congrats to all for 
outstanding work in 2021!!

Wishing you a great Holiday Season
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