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• Cychlorphine is a very strong synthetic opioid, stronger than fentanyl

• Naloxone reverses a cychlorphine overdose if given in time; multiple 
doses may be needed.

• Cychlorphine belongs to a group of drugs called orphines, which were 
first created in a pharmaceutical laboratory in the 1960s.

• First detected in the U.S. in 2024.

• Banned federally on an emergency basis in August 2026. 

• Found in California and at least 24 other states. 

• Linked to more than 140 deaths in the U.S. and Canada, including one in 
LA County.

Summary



• Cychlorphine: potent activator of μ-opioid receptor
• Overdose caused by respiratory suppression.

• Naloxone reverses; multiple doses may be needed

• Potency: estimated ~10x fentanyl in lab studies; human data limited

• Increased risk of fatal respiratory arrest at small doses

• Not detected on routine drug testing – requires laboratory testing

Pharmacology
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• High overdose risk among people using counterfeit pills or using 
multiple types of substances. 

• Overdose risk increased by:
• Use alongside sedatives or stimulants 

• Variable potency across batches

• Public health interventions include harm reduction services, 
naloxone distribution, drug checking services, availability of 
medications for opioid use disorder and treatment services

Public Health Risks



10

Source: Los Angeles County Department of Public Health



If you or someone you know are going to use illicit drugs, please 
remember the following:

• Do not use alone. Use with a friend or someone who can call 911 and 
administer naloxone in the event of an overdose. If you are alone, call 
Never Use Alone at 1-800-484-3731.

• Start low and go slow: a very tiny amount of cychlorphine can cause 
someone to immediately stop breathing.

• Do not mix drugs. Using opioids together with alcohol, sedatives, or 
sleeping medications sharply increases the risk of overdose.

• In an overdose, administer naloxone and call 911. Multiple doses may 
be necessary.

Stopping Overdose Deaths
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• Raffa, R. B. et al. Cychlorphine: An Emerging Benzimidazolone Synthetic Opioid and Its Implications for 
Overdose Recognition and Management. Journal of Pain Research, 19 (2026).

• Center for Forensic Science Research & Education (CFSRE), NPS Discovery: cychlorphine death count (A. 
Krotulski), as reported in Newsweek, 2026.

• https://www.newsweek.com/map-shows-where-cychlorphine-related-deaths-are-surging-across-us-12539236

• White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, Drug Threat Notice: Cychlorphine (April 30, 2026).
• https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Drug-Threat-Cychlorohine-justified-1-1.pdf

• DEA, Cychlorphine handout (October 2026).
• https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2026-10/Cychlorphine%20Handout_OCT%202026%20%28003%29.pdf

• LA County Public Health Cychlorphine Fact Sheet
• http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/docs/prevention/FactSheet/Cychlorphine%20Factsheet.pdf

• LA County Public Health reports on fentanyl and overdose trends
• http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/public/data-reports-and-briefs.html

• DEA, Emerging Drug Threats website
• https://www.dea.gov/resources/emerging-drug-trends
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Questions?
Kevin Burns kburns@ph.lacounty.gov
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