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Presentation Overview

Ø Foundations of Health and Wellbeing
Issues of Health Equity

ØCoping during times of extreme stress
Maintaining practices AND making adjustments

Ø Working with Families 
Self, children, partners
Family dynamics

Ø Age and Developmental coping skills
Sticking to the basics with a few “tweaks”

Ø Resources



SAMHSA’S Eight Dimensions of  Wellness

https://store.samhsa.gov/product/Learn-the-Eight-Dimensions-of-Wellness-Poster-/SMA16-4953 3

https://store.samhsa.gov/product/Learn-the-Eight-Dimensions-of-Wellness-Poster-/SMA16-4953


Health vs. Wellness/Wellbeing

Health 
• Static state of being 
•Physical health 
•Diseases/Illness
•Genetics
•Tends to be more of a 
dichotomy 

Wellness/Wellbeing
•Ongoing state of being
•Multiple dimensions
•Behaviors and practices
•Harmony between various 

aspects of your being
• Spectrum 



COVID-19 Pandemic

• “Out of the blue”
• Immediate threat
– Prolonged
– Rapidly changing
– Many unknowns

• Uncertainty
• Loss of routines
• Colliding of worlds
• No end date
• Expectation and need of “moving forward”
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What is Stress? 
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Harvard University Center for the Developing Child, Toxic Stress Key Concepts https://developingchild.harvard.edu/science/key-concepts/toxic-stress/

https://developingchild.harvard.edu/science/key-concepts/toxic-stress/


Stress versus Anxiety

• Stress = response to an external factor

• Anxiety = internal persistent feeling of apprehension or dread

The coronavirus (COVID-19) is producing stress while 
also magnifying anxiety for many of us.
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Source:: MENTALHEALTHFIRSTAID.ORG 



Stress/Anxiety Impacts on our Health and Wellbeing

Health
• Increase production of stress 
hormones
•Exacerbate pre-existing 
conditions
•Discourage or interrupt 
health maintenance 
programs
• Introduce valid concerns 
over new illness 

Wellness/Wellbeing
•Disrupt our usual self-care 

routines
• Adoption/Resorting back to 

“not so healthy” coping 
skills

• Increase isolation
• Decrease presence and 

mindfulness
• Make us feel disconnected 

from all aspects of 
ourselves 9



Behavioral Signs of  Stress and Anxiety by Age

• Infants and Babies - difference is sleeping and eating behaviors

• Toddlers and Preschoolers – regression of behavioral 
milestones

• School Aged Kids – behavioral changes impulse control, 
bouncing off the walls”, trouble focusing

• Adolescents and Teens – increased risk-taking, irritability, 
withdrawing

• Adults – ALL OF THE ABOVE 10



Physical Signs of  Stress and Anxiety
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Magnifying Existing Social and Health Inequities

Data from US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2018. Prepared by Kay Johnson, Johnson Group 
Consulting, Inc. April, 2020. 12



Principles of  Population Health and Wellbeing

World Health Organization, the principles of ‘Health Promotion’ HBEH815 Conceptual Foundations of 
Promotional Health Model 13



How can we best show-up for our clients 
and

ourselves during this pandemic?
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Order of  Operations
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Attending to all components of  our wellbeing

161.California Surgeon General’s Playbook: Stress Relief for Caregivers and Kids during COVID-19 



17
Mental Health America, 2020 Toolkit 



Staying Connected through Being Creative

• Showing up for clients and families

• Managing uncertainty

• Providing support  while you are also needing support

• Heading off burnout 

• Dealing with uncomfortable feelings 
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Modeling Self-Care and Stress Management 

• Parents and providers are models of behavior 

• Others align with and repeat behaviors of those around them

• Practice and reinforce behaviors we want to see in our clients, 
children, partners
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Taking Pride in Your Role

• As public health we work for health equity, social justice in all 
of its forms

• Knowing limitations

• Redefining expectations

• Resisting ”rescuing”

• Maintaining and passing along hope
20



Staying Informed

• Use trusted sources

• Be aware of and follow county and state orders, best practice 
guidelines, social distancing, cloth face coverings, etc. 

• Share information with others

• Correct misinformation or rumors with education of facts

• Speak honestly about “unknowns”
21



Trusted COVID-19 Sources

• Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov

• California Department of Public Health 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
https://www.cdc.gov
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19)  

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
www.publichealth.lacounty.gov 
03/24/2020 FAQ (English) 
 

 

 

 
1. What is a coronavirus? 
Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses. Many of them infect animals, 
but some coronaviruses from animals can evolve (change) into a new human 
coronavirus that can spread from person-to-person. This is what happened 
with the new coronavirus known as SARS-CoV-2, which causes the disease 
known as COVID-19. Diseases from coronaviruses in people typically cause 
mild to moderate illness, like the common cold.  

 
2. How are coronaviruses spread? 
Like other respiratory illnesses, such as influenza, human coronaviruses 
most commonly spread to others from an infected person who has 
symptoms through: 

x Droplets produced through coughing and sneezing 
x Close personal contact, such as caring for an infected person 
x Touching an object or surface with the virus on it, then 

touching your mouth, nose, or eyes before washing your hands 
 

 
3. What are the symptoms of COVID-19? 
Reported illnesses have ranged from people with mild symptoms to 
people becoming severely ill, requiring admission to the hospital, and 
dying.  
Symptoms include: 

x Fever 
x Cough 
x Difficulty breathing 

 
4. What should I do if I have these symptoms?  
Evidence suggests that like the flu, most people will have mild symptoms  
and should stay home at least 3 days (72 hours) after recovery, which means  
your fever has resolved without the use of fever-reducing medications and  
there is improvement in your respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of  
breath), AND at least 7 days have passed since your symptoms first appeared. 
 
Older adults, pregnant women, and those with compromised immune systems  
or underlying medical problems who experience these symptoms should call  
their doctor early.  If you are having difficulty breathing or keeping fluids down, go to an emergency room or call 
911, otherwise call your doctor before going in to seek care.  
 
 
 

Key Points 

 
x COVID-19 is spread through 

close personal contact or by 
touching an object or surface 
with the virus on it. 

x Everyone should stay home 
unless you need to access 
essential services or are an 
essential worker.  

x Always stay home and self-
isolate from all others if you 
have a fever and cough or 
shortness of breath 

x Public Health needs your help 
practicing social distancing to 
slow the spread of novel 
coronavirus in LA County. 

x Call 211 if you have additional 
questions 

For more information: 

Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health 

Call 2-1-1 

http://publichealth.lacounty.g 
ov/media/Coronavirus/ 

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) 
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/ 
novel-coronavirus-2019.html 

World Health Organization 
https://www.who.int/health- 
topics/coronavirus 

 
 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/


Media Boundary Setting

• Consume media appropriately for your needs

• Be aware of “overconsumption” signs for you and your family
– “Losing time”
– Repetitive
– Opinion and commentary or facts
– Time of day

• Set boundaries with others regarding talk about the virus, 
misinformation, etc.

23



Talking about COVID-19

• In the workplace
– Voice your concerns, ask for clarifications
– Suggest improvements or solutions 
– Seek out support and collaboration

• For yourself
– Find trusted sources to share/process your feelings
– Journal, meditate or pray

• With children
– Talk about what is happening 
– Provide facts and answer questions
– Reassure them

24



Steps to help kids reduce their stress

• Keep kids connected to their networks
– Virtual playdates
– Letters and cards
– Keep up with activities and hobbies

• Build and keep family routines
– Basic needs
– Work
– Play

25



Black Women for Wellness, 2020. Wellness Guide: Being Well in the Midst of a Pandemic 26
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Working and learning from home

Environment

Routines with flexibility

Setting Boundaries 

Check-ins with self and others



MOVEMENT

GOAL: connect with your body

• Walking/running/hiking
• Yoga
• Breathwork
• Stretching
• Dancing
• Biking

* No team or group sports at this time

28



Online movement resources
The Tree South LA https://www.thetreesouthla.org
• Online yoga sessions livestreamed on Instagram
– Multiple classes throughout the day
– Family focused sessions

YouTube.com videos
– Dance, yoga and stretching videos
– Videos for kids and family 

UCLA Mindful Awareness Research Center (MARC)
https://www.uclahealth.org/marc/
free mindfulness and meditation recordings, exercises and information

29

https://www.thetreesouthla.org/
https://www.uclahealth.org/marc/


ART and CREATIVITY

GOAL: expression

• Virtual art classes
• Online tours of museums
• Journaling and writing exercises
• Mandalas and adult coloring books
• Knitting, crochet or sewing
• Music (playing, listening, writing)

30



ART and CREATIVITY online resources
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A Window Between Worlds 
https://awbw.org

Virtual Museum Tours 
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner?hl=en

LA County Library online access
https://lacountylibrary.org/audiobooks/

Inventory of Online Art Therapy Exercises
https://www.expressiveartworkshops.com/expres
sive-art-resources/100-art-therapy-exercises/

https://awbw.org/
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner?hl=en
https://lacountylibrary.org/audiobooks/
https://www.expressiveartworkshops.com/expressive-art-resources/100-art-therapy-exercises/


Faith, Gratitude and Spiritual Connection

GOAL: connection, support, fellowship

• Livestream church, prayer and meditation sessions
• Adopt/renew a daily gratitude practice 
• Connect with others outside of your immediate household
• Attend virtual support groups, talking circles 
• Reach out to phone, text and chat lines for support

32



Faith, Gratitude and Spiritual online resources

• Online faith services 
• Numerous 12-step meetings are online lacoaa.org
• National Alliance on Mental Illness nami.org
• TeenLine talk, text or chat teenlineonline.org
• UC Berkeley Greater Good Science Center ggsc.Berkeley.edu
• National Parent Helpline 1-855-427-2736 

nationalparenthelpline.org

33



Nature and Environment 

34

Black Women for Wellness, 2020. Wellness Guide: Being Well in the Midst of a Pandemic 
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Nature and Environment online resources

• Zoo live cams https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/live-cams
• Virtual tours of national parks 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/watchingwildlife/webcams.htm

• Get some fresh air every day
• Social media sharing video of hikes, walks, etc.
• Feel the sun
• Listen to birds, wind, etc.
• Star gazing 
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Nutrition

• Maintaining regular meal schedules

• Recipe sharing and experimentation 

• Family cooking ”assignments”, meal planning

• Virtual shared meals 

Ø Acknowledging fears and worries around food insecurity

ØEmotional responses to food, eating, and body image, alcohol and 
other substances

36



Nutrition online resources 
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• Online cooking ”classes”
• Recipe apps, swaps, etc. 

• LAUSD and many school districts meal programs 
https://achieve.lausd.net/resources 213-443-1300

• LACOE https://www.lacoe.edu/Home/Health-and-
Safety/Coronavirus-Resources

• Local food banks https://www.lafoodbank.org
• Faith based food pantries, grocery vouchers, meal delivery, etc.

• NEDA www.nationaleatingdisroders.org 800-931-2237

https://achieve.lausd.net/resources%20213-443-1300
https://www.lacoe.edu/Home/Health-and-Safety/Coronavirus-Resources
https://www.lafoodbank.org/
http://www.nationaleatingdisroders.org/


Sleep
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Play and Free Time

• Foster independence 
and autonomy

• Develop choice and 
decision making

• Teach ownership and 
accountability

• Prioritize connection to 
self

• Cultivate joy

39



Attending to Relationships
• Self – give yourself something each day (10 -15 minutes)

• Colleagues – have patience, connect beyond just work

• Partner/spouse – find a way to connect each day

• Children – support, share concerns, hold boundaries for self, also 
ask for help from other family members, older siblings, grandparents 
and aunts/uncles

• Parents - support, share concerns, hold boundaries for self, 
remember your limitations 

40



Managing Anxiety

41
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Grounding Yourself  When Anxiety Hits

42

Employ your senses!

• Positive statements/affirmations 
• Visualizing a safe or comforting space, time, experience
• Making contact with the ground, feet on floor, tapping, etc.
• Smell something comforting (candle, oils, perfume, flowers, 

etc.)
• Drink a hot or cold beverage

• Reach out for support and connect with others!



Signs of  Depression

• Feelings of guilt, 
worthlessness, or helplessness

• Loss of interest or pleasure in 
hobbies and activities

• Decreased energy or fatigue

• Moving or talking more slowly

• Feeling restless or having 
trouble sitting still

• Difficulty concentrating, 
remembering, or making 
decisions

• Difficulty sleeping, early-
morning awakening, or 
oversleeping

• Appetite and/or weight 
changes

• Thoughts of death or suicide, 
or suicide attempts

• Aches or pains, headaches, 
cramps, or digestive problems 
without a clear physical cause 
and/or that do not ease even 
with treatment

43

National Institute of Mental Health  https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/depression/index.shtml#part_145397

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/depression/index.shtml


Addressing symptoms of  depression
Maintain regular routines

– Sleep
– Hydration
– Movement
– Nutrition
– Connection
– Medications/Vitamins 

Reach out for support 

- Trusted family, friends and 
colleagues 

- Faith leaders
- Hotlines
- Online support groups
- National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline 1-800-273-8255

44

Remember you are not alone, 
we are all in this together!



Reaching outside of  ourselves

How can you be of service to –

• Family, friends, loved ones?
• Colleagues and peers?
• Neighborhood?
• Community?
• Larger society?
• Online presence?

45



We-Care…looking after one another

Support each other through -

• Gratitude
• Appreciation
• Connection
• Encouragement
• Celebrations
• Recognition of challenges

461.http://www.wendtcenter.org/resources/for-professionals/



NEED SLIDE ON RESILIENCE AND FOCUSING ON STRENGTHS>>>

47



Take-Aways…

• COMFORT – what can you do in the moment to feel a sense of 
comfort

• COMPASSION – for yourself and others

• CONNECTION – with others, self, nature

• CONSISTENCY – what can you do on a regular basis

48



LA County Resources

• LA County Employee Assistance Program  (213) 738-4200 

• LA County Department of Mental Health Access Line 

1-800–854-7771 (24/7) 

• LA County Department of Mental Health Warm Line (non-urgent)                   
English: 1 (855) 952-9276 Español: 1 (888) 448-4055

• LA County Community Resources Information Line 2-1-1

• LA County DV Hotline 800-978-3600

• LA County Department of Social Services 866-613-3777

• LA County Child Abuse Hotline 800-540-4000

• LA County Elder Abuse Hotline 877-477-3646

• LA County Substance Abuse Service Helpline 1-844-804-7500 (24/7) 

49



Family Support, Referral and Information Hotlines 

• NAMI HelpLine: 1-800-950-NAMI

• National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-7233

• National Sexual Assault Hotline: 1-800-656-4673
• Trans Lifeline:  877-565-8860

• SAMHSA Treatment Referral Hotline: 1-877-726-4727 
• National Parent Helpline: 1-855-427-2736

• CA Peer-Run Warm Line: 855-845-7415 non-emergency 
support

50



Mental Health Support Hotlines 

• National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (24/7): 1-800-273-TALK (8255)
– Veterans: press 1 or text 838255
– Para español, oprima el numero 2
– Crisis Text Line (24/7): Text LA to 741741

• National Alliance for Mental Illness: 1-800-950-NAMI (6264)
- Text NAMI to 741741

• TeenLine: 310-855-4673 (6 p.m. to 10 p.m. daily) 
– Text TEEN to 839863 (6 p.m. to 9 p.m. daily)

• The Trevor Project for LGBTQ Youth (24/7): 1-866-488-7386
– Text START to 678678
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Additional Online Child/Parenting Resources

• LA County Office of Education https://www.lacoe.edu

• First 5 LA https://www.first5la.org

• CA ACEs Aware Initiative https://www.acesaware.org
• National Association of School Psychologists https://www.nasponline.org
• Children’s National Mental Health Network https://www.cmhnetwork.org
• National Child Traumatic Stress Network https://www.nctsn.org
• Child Mind Institute https://childmind.org
• Center on the Developing Child, Harvard University 
https://developingchild.harvard.edu

• Society for Adolescent Health and Medicine 
https://www.adolescenthealth.org

• Echo Training https://www.echotraining.org
• American Psychological Association 
https://www.apa.org/monitor/2018/04/parenting-resources 52

https://www.lacoe.edu/
https://www.first5la.org/
https://www.acesaware.org/
https://www.nasponline.org/
https://www.cmhnetwork.org/
https://www.nctsn.org/
https://childmind.org/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/
https://www.adolescenthealth.org/
https://www.echotraining.org/
https://www.apa.org/monitor/2018/04/parenting-resources


Additional Online Health Resources

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) - basic guidance on 
managing mental health stressors during COVID-19. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-
stress-anxiety.html

• Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)-
information for clinicians, treatment providers and consumers.  
https://www.samhsa.gov/coronavirus

• World Health Organization (WHO) - contains suggestions for coping with 
COVID-19 for the general population and specific groups including health 
care workers, caretakers of children and older adults, and people living in 
isolation. https://www.who.int

• Each Mind Matters - https://www.eachmindmatters.org/action-
items/covid19update/
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THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL THE
LA COUNTY, MATERNAL, CHILD AND
ADOLESCENT HEALTH PROGRAM at 

213-639-6400

QUESTIONS?
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