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Persons replastering or resurfacing any type of public or commercial pool, making modifications to 
pool equipment  or adding or replacing fencing, are required to submit plans to this Department prior 
to commencing the work and in advance of the issuance of any permits.   
         
Persons making modifications to the pool shell or major modifications to the recirculation system 
should refer to the standard plan approval requirements for pools. 
 
Missing handrails at stairs, ladders and depth markers should be replaced anytime a pool is drained 
for any reason (e.g. acid wash).  
 

 At least two sets of plans are required.  This Department will retain one copy of the plans.  A 
plan approval fee is required.  The fee will depend on the extent of the renovation. 

 
 After the renovation is complete, a field visit will be made to verify compliance with the plan 

approval. 
 

 Plan approvals are valid for a period of one year from the date of the stamp.  
 

 Pool plan approval does not authorize the violation of any law, ordinance, or regulation, and 
final approval is subject to field inspection and evaluation. 

 
The following information is required for the plan approval: 
 
 1) Job Address - street number, city, zip. 
 
 2) Name, mailing address and telephone number of pool contractor builder and owner. 
 

3) If the pool is being replastered or resurfaced provide the following information: 
 

a. Resurfacing material and color. 
b. A top view drawing showing the length and width of the pool. 
c.  Location of a line of 4 - 6 inch wide contrasting tile at the 4½ ft. water depth. (Pools 

with a maximum water depth of 5 feet or less do not require a tile line)  
d. A side view drawing of the handrail over the stairs showing the distance from each 

tread and the deck to the top of the handrail. This distance needs to be between 28" 
and 36". If the existing handrail does not meet these requirements it needs to be 
replaced. (See diagram 2 on the last page) 

d. Show depth marker locations on the top view drawing. Pools with a width greater than 
20 ft. require corresponding slip-resistant depth markers on the deck. (Remember, a 
depth marker is required where there is a break in slope, while the 4" contrasting tile 
line on the floor of the pool is always placed where the water depth is 4½ ft.) 

e. Show the ladder(s) at the deep end of the pool. (Pools with a maximum water depth 
of 4½ ft. or less are not required to have a ladder) 

 
6) Provide coping detail if the pool coping is being replaced. 

 
7) If there is a change in or addition to equipment, including changing drain covers, provide: 

a. Year pool was built. 
b. Volume of pool. 
c. Make and model number of existing equipment and any new equipment that is being 

installed. (See approved equipment list) 
d. Size of suction and return lines going and coming from the equipment room. 
e. Plumbing material (PVC, copper etc.) 

  f. Make and model of existing pump 



g. Any other information that pertains to the equipment installation. 
 

8) If there is an existing diving board, provide scaled top and side view dimensions of the 
pool. 

 
REQUIREMENTS 

 
1. Swimming pool shells must be white in color. Spa pools may be light pastel colors with a light 

reflectance value of 55% or more. All materials other than plaster must be submitted to this 
Department for approval. 

 
2. When a pool is replastered or resurfaced all pools greater than five feet in depth, are required to 

have a 4 - 6 inch wide straight line of slip-resistant contrasting tile along the floor of the pool 
where the water depth is 4½ feet.  Unglazed tile is considered slip-resistant.  

 
3. A handrail must be provided over all stairs extending from the deck to the bottom step tread.  

The upper railing surface shall be not less than 28 inches nor more than 36 inches above the 
deck and each step tread as measured from a flat portion of the deck and the edge of each step 
tread to the top of the handrail.  The clearance between any handrail and step riser shall be a 
minimum of three inches.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Waterline tile around the entire perimeter of the pool is required. 
  
5. Depth markers must be provided on both sides of a swimming pool at the shallowest and 

deepest depths, at all breaks in slope, and on both ends of the pool.  Spas must have a 
minimum of two depth markers.  Water depth is measured from the floor of the pool to the 
middle of the tile line.  Markers should indicate depth to the nearest six inches. 

 
6. All swimming pools with diving boards will be reviewed for compliance with the current pool 

code and ordered removed if not in compliance, regardless of when they were installed. 
 
7. Indoor/outdoor carpeting or similar products are not approved for swimming or spa pool decks.  

Any deck material other than concrete must be approved by this Department. 
 
8. Coping that is being replaced must extend over the pool wall 1 to 2 inches and not be thicker 

than 2½ inches. 
 



9. All suction drains on public pools must be split or have a safety vacuum release system or 
automatic pump shut-off system in compliance with Section 116064.2 of the California Health 
and Safety Code. 

 
 All suction outlet covers/grates must be replaced with covers/grates conforming to the latest  
 ANSI/APSP-16 standards. Suction outlet covers/grates must be installed per manufacturer’s 

instructions. All covers must be attached with screws removable only with tools. 
  

 All equalizer lines must be covered with covers/grates meeting the requirements for floor 
drains. 

 
 For details see the document “Compliance with the Federal Virginia Graeme Baker Act (California 

Health and Safety Code, Section 116064.2).” 
 
 


