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Date

Dear Physician: 

Our medical center is currently experiencing an outbreak of scabies.  Attached is a list of your patients who may have been exposed.  The period of potential exposure was from _________ to _________.

Patients whose last date of exposure was more than six weeks ago should be questioned regarding symptoms consistent with scabies.  Those patients found to be symptomatic should be evaluated and treated as necessary.  Family members and other close contacts should receive prophylactic scabicide therapy at the same time the patient is treated.  Permethrin 5% cream (Elimite) is now the recommended agent for treatment of scabies.  

Patients whose last date of exposure was less than six weeks from this date should be treated with topical scabicide or monitored for symptoms until the six week period is over.  Close contacts of symptomatic patients should also receive treatment or monitoring as well.  
Enclosed is a list of your patients who are considered exposed and their last date of exposure.  Please notify ___ at ___ if any of your patients develop scabies.  Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Name, Title
Los Angeles County                                                                                                                                   Scabies Prevention and Control Guidelines, July 2009 

