
 

Community Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting 13: Agenda 
 

Date October 26, 2020  

Time 4:00-6:00pm 
Location Microsoft Teams Meeting 

● Members of the public are invited to participate in public comment 
using the “Raise Hand” function to speak or can use the chat 
function for questions and comments.   

Meeting Objectives ● Discuss community outreach and engagement  

HRS Project Team Cristina Vega  
Kristina Vaculik 
Katie Butler 
Susan Harden 
Paul Simon 
Muntu Davis 

CAG Support Team Camille Stephens 
Karen Franco 
Winnie Chen 
Susan Harden  

CAG Member 
Attendees Andrew Krowne 

Brian Allen 
Craig Galanti 

Lori Aivazian 
Mary Blair 
Melissa Messer 

Mihran Kalaydjian 
Mike Kaiser, Ph.D. 
Patricia Glueck 

  



 

 

4:00 – 4:05 pm  Welcome Facilitator 

4:05 – 4:50 pm  ● Poll Question  

4:50 – 5:20 pm Community Engagement & 
Communication 

● Community Opinion Survey 
Update/Next Steps  

● Community Outreach 
o Engagement & 

Communication tools 

Public Health & CAG 

5:20 - 5:30 pm Scientific Oversight Committee 
● SOC update & next steps 
● SOC video timeline 

Public Health  

5:30 – 5:35 pm  CAG Subcommittees 
● USC Cancer Surveillance Analysis 

Plan 

● Complete Blood Count (CBC) Study   

Public Health 

5:35 – 5:40 pm  Other / Requested Updates & Next Steps  
● Waste Bins 
● Catch Basin 3 Spot Fire 

Investigation Update 

● Plans for future updates  

Public Health 

5:40 – 6:00 pm  Public Comment 
● Public comment will be received 

using the “Raise Hand” function. 
● Each speaker will be limited to 2 

minutes. 

Facilitator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Notes on Listed Agenda Items  

Item 1: Welcome & Greeting  

Members joined the Microsoft Teams Meeting call at 4:00 PM. The meeting was opened by 

facilitator Susan Harden. Ms. Harden went over the meeting agenda items that were discussed 

in collaboration with the CAG members. Ms. Harden recognized the five-year commemoration 

of the Aliso Canyon Blowout.  

Item 2: Community Engagement & Communication  

Prior to the CAG meeting, in collaboration with Ms. Harden, the Community Engagement 

Specialist (CES) Cristina Vega, and the CAG member representatives developed a poll question 

as requested by the CAG. Ms. Harden walked the CAG members through steps on how to 

answer a poll question. 

Item 3: Scientific Oversight Committee  

Ms. Vaculik provided a recap of the October SOC meeting and noted that the SOC will begin 

drafting a document to outline the Health Study goals and priorities. CAG members requested 

the summary of existing environmental data that was provided to the SOC for review and 

expressed concern that the SOC may not have all the information needed to begin the 

development of the goals and priorities for the Health Study. SOC members Drs. Simon and 

Nordella offered differing perspectives on the matter. With regard to the vacant position on the 

SOC, Ms. Vaculik explained that the SOC has been asked to identify areas of expertise that they 

feel are needed on the SOC.  

Item 4: Other/Requested Updates  

Dr. Muntu Davis, the Health Officer for Los Angeles County, and Executive Lead of the Aliso 
Canyon Disaster Health Research Study (ACDHRS), announced that Supervisor Katherine 
Barger’s office and the Los Angeles County Counsel are pursuing requests for any outstanding 
environmental data. CAG members announced the CAG has a meeting pending with Supervisor 
Barger in the upcoming week and agreed to provide an update during the next scheduled CAG 
meeting.  

Katie Butler, Senior Staff Analyst of the ACDHRS, provided an update that Public Health has 

been coordinating with the Los Angeles County Fire Department (LADPH) Health and Hazardous 

Materials Division (HHMD) to ensure that 150 waste bins containing soils from the Aliso Canyon 



 

blowout and well-control attempts remain on site at the Aliso Canyon gas storage facility for 

the second round of sample collection. The SOC recommended that additional samples be 

taken from the waste bins (specifically those with drilling muds, fluids and crude oil products) 

and put on hold at a laboratory for potential future use by the third-party Health Study 

researchers if needed. Public Health shared that the summary report will be posted on the Aliso 

Canyon Health Research Study  ACDHRS) Website.  

Ms. Butler mentioned that the additional sampling is planned for Thursday, October 29th and 

that Public Health will inquire with the Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) whether 

CAG and SOC members can visit the Aliso Canyon gas storage facility during the sampling event. 

CAG members asked Public Health to identify current SOC members that are oil and gas 

experts. In addition to listing the experts, the Research Development Manager (RDM) Kristina 

Vaculik shared the link to SOC member bios with attendees via the meeting chat. CAG members 

expressed concern about potential spills when the waste materials are transported off the 

facility. Ms. Butler reassured the CAG that there are regulatory procedures and policies in place 

that SoCalGas company must follow to ensure safe transport and disposal. Finally, Ms. Butler 

added that in addition to the current sampling, the soil surrounding Well SS-25 was sampled in 

2016, which was a good time to sample because of the higher concentration of Volatile Organic 

Chemicals (VOC’s) in the soil at that time.  

CAG members requested an update on the 31 bins of VOC-contaminated soils that were 

removed from the Aliso Canyon gas storage facility in 2016 in accordance with South Coast Air 

Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Rule 1166. Public Health inquired with SCAQMD to 

learn more about the regulatory nature of the removal of the bins from the Aliso Canyon gas 

storage facility and learned that Rule 1166 requires any organization or contractor to apply for, 

and implement, a mitigation plan if they are going to excavate or grade soils that have been 

contaminated with VOCs. SCAQMD oversees the implementation of the mitigation plan. Ms. 

Vaculik will email the CAG members more information about Rule 1166 which is also available 

on the SCAQMD website.  

 Item 5: Public Comment  

A community member provided a comment regarding the preliminary summary of the 

Community Opinion Survey that was presented during CAG meeting 12, expressing concern 

that the Porter Ranch Community was underrepresented. A CAG member that was a part of the 

survey planning subcommittee announced that in conjunction with the Porter Ranch 

Neighborhood Council, the online survey would be made available for all interested residents. A 

community member was happy to announce they took the online Community Opinion Survey 

and would be encouraging other residents to take the online survey as well. Ms. Harden 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/healthresearch/hrs.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/healthresearch/hrs.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/healthresearch/socbio.htm


 

announced that Public Health will hold a community outreach and engagement subcommittee 

meeting to begin planning the community outreach that will take place once the draft Health 

Study Goals and Priorities are available for the community to weigh in on. Ms. Harden 

apologized for not getting through all items on the agenda, made some closing comments, and 

thanked attendees for their participation. 

 


